
SERVING OUR SENIORS
BRIAN ALLBRITTON

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS!

Dear Friends, 

What a way to start off the year! We’ve 
gone from mild to wild, seeing huge 
changes in the weather from one week 
to the next. I hope that you and yours 
have stayed safe, happy, and warm 
through it all.

Last year, we made our vision “Power for All.” We showed our 
friends, supporters, partners, and neighbors that the need for 
energy assistance exists all the way across the state – even in 
places where you might think everyone is doing well. We brought 
awareness of the issue to communities that had never thought 
about it before.

This year, we are shifting our focus to the growing need for 
assistance among Oregon’s senior population. I’m proud to 
report that the Board of Directors has even designated a special 
strategic fund for this work, which will allow us to partner with 
additional social service agencies who serve the aged.

We are making seniors our primary focus this year for a number 
of reasons, which I think can best be explained with a story. 

Jim and Cindy are both 70 years old. For more than 35 years 
they’ve lived in the home where they raised their family. It’s a 
well-built house, but like so many, it needs a bit more attention – 
particularly the windows and furnace.

With their children grown and looking after families of their 
own, Jim and Cindy thought they were well positioned to enjoy 

retirement. However, Jim’s mother, in her late 90s, took ill
several months ago. Not wanting to place her in a nursing 
home, they have been caring for her themselves.

This has put Jim and Cindy in a financial crunch. While 
Medicaid has covered most of Jim’s mother’s extensive bills, the 
cost of operating her medical equipment while maintaining 
a comfortable room temperature increased their utility bills 
substantially. Unable to keep up, they were in arrears and 
facing a potential cut-off.

Jim and Cindy never expected the need for assistance at this 
point in their lives. Luckily, OEF, along with our partners, got 
them back on their feet again. With our support, they caught 
up on their utility bills and have a plan for the future.

We are helping families like Jim and Cindy’s thanks to your 
support. These are just two of the senior Oregonians who are 
doing their best to look after their own. Will you help us assist 
them so they can remain in their homes? We all have a role to 
play in helping those who’ve helped us.

We are thrilled to welcome Bob Walsh of Walsh Trucking and Daniel Huggett of West Oregon Electric Cooperative to the 
Oregon Energy Fund Board of Directors this year. 

Bob Walsh is the second generation owner/operator of Walsh Trucking in Troutdale, Oregon; his shipping company 
employs over 400 people in Oregon and Idaho and is a long time participant in OEF’s oil donation program. 

Daniel Huggett is a Finance & Administration Manager at West Oregon Electric Cooperative (WOEC) with over thirty 
years of experience in accounting and finance. Last year, he supported OEF in our first bill round-up program with the 
Vernonia-based WOEC.

We are excited to bring their experience and passion to support OEF as board members.

Brian Allbritton
Executive Director
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Once again Salvador Molly’s turned 
up the heat this past February with their  
annual fundraiser for Oregon Energy Fund!  
During the month of February, Salvador Molly’s donated $1 for every order of their 
famously spicy habanero cheese fritters, otherwise known as their “Great Balls of Fire.” 

Local spice enthusiasts were invited to participate in the King/Queen of Heat 
Competition, which concluded with a new 2018 King of Heat, King Charles, who won 
his crown by eating thirty Great Balls of Fire. The fundraiser also featured a friendly 
competition between our utility partners – Portland General Electric’s team claimed 
victory by eating the largest number of fritters.

Saturday, October 6, 2018
The Sentinel Hotel in Portland, Oregon
Mark your calendar for OEF’s annual gala! 

Expect exciting live and silent auctions and a Northwest 
inspired menu – all in speakeasy  Roaring 20’s style. 
Be sure to wear your finest period fashions!

Proceeds from the event will support Oregon Energy Fund’s 
mission of strengthening household stability by assisting 
Oregonians in financial crisis with their energy bills.

Check our website oregonenergyfund.org for updates 
and ticket information in the coming months. 
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SAVE THE DATE

IN HONOR OF

Oct 1, 2017 – Feb 28, 2018

IN MEMORY OF

IN THE NAME OF

Tony Kirchoff and Barbara Mank  
by Steven Hester

Ryan Harris by Diana Harris

Mary and Dave Boyd by Jeanne Hutchison

Wyatt & Charlotte by Noel Jackson

Chris Gerber by Mike Edmiston

Shannon Ennis by Denise Goding

Great Balls of Fire- PacifiCorp Team  
by Deborah Ross

Ron Bannister by Kristan Knapp

Maureen McShane by Rebecca McShane

Yankee Springer Foundation  
by Jill Wieseneck

Santi Alston by Karen Alston

Robert Epler by Mary Epler

Bobby Joe P by Lori Grady

Gus Yusem by Michael Schock

Dutch Feuerstein by Laura Richmond

Ronald Leyden Spencer  
by Esther Spencer

Julie Keil by Stephanie Burchfield

Carol Gasier by Terri Warren

Kathy and Sky Trombley by Paul Pierce

Ann and Bob Cirillo by Deborah Kohler

DONATIONS
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